
“If you look up ‘recreation,’ it’s defined as
anything boosting the human spirit –

sports, music, reading, hiking, biking – land-
scaping,” says Bill Wadsworth, a Miramonte
High School graduate who has lived in Orinda
with his wife for 35 years. A children’s book au-
thor, Ginger Wadsworth volunteers for the
Orinda Library Paws to Read program while
Bill serves as the president of the Orinda Park
and Recreation Foundation – one of the city’s
most impactful, unsung nonprofits.

      
Founded in 1975 as the Orinda Foundation,

the name changed during the 1980s, but the mis-
sion remained: “To aid and contribute to the City
of Orinda’s recreational and community service
activities related to parks, open space, beautifi-
cation efforts, and community recreational im-
provements.” An astounding 100 percent of
funds raised support this mission. The founda-
tion can do this because it is entirely volunteer
run. To date, it has raised $1.5 million.

      
“We divvy up responsibilities, have 10

meetings a year, and keep those to an hour-and-
a-half. It’s rewarding to work with others for a
common purpose. You can sit there and have
ideas by yourself all day long and not think of
the obvious. You develop new friendships, and
are energized by others’ ideas,” says Wadsworth.

      
The Orinda Park and Recreation Foundation

was started by average folks who noticed a need
and decided to fix it. When the Orinda Union
School opted to sell its school on Orinda Way
in the mid-1970s, Orindans launched a tax ex-
empt organization and purchased the historic
structure plus three adjoining acres, creating the
Orinda Community Center and Park. The group
then improved those facilities, and set more
milestones. 

      
Raising over $600,000 to buy 111 acres for

the Orinda Oaks Open Space Preserve, picnic
areas and trails, volunteers partnered with the
Muir Heritage Land Trust to save six additional
acres. The foundation helped restore and pro-
vide San Pablo Creek access to schools, helped
build Lamorinda’s Skateboard Park, launched
Moonlight Movies, and continues bettering the
community in collaboration with the Orinda As-
sociation, Art in Public Places Committee,
Community Foundation, and Rotary.

      
Next up – buying and installing defibrilla-

tors at sports fields and creating maps for
Orinda’s trail system. “Providing our commu-
nity with the ability to participate in something
restorative and recreational is important,” says
Wadsworth.  For more information, go to
www.oprfoundation.org.
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Soul Support – The Orinda Park and Recreation Foundation
By Laurie Snyder

Looking out of their windows, Orinda Union School District administrators will see kids at play
in Pine Grove Park. Adjacent to the new OUSD administration building on Altarinda Road,
Orinda’s newest park features restrooms, a tot lot and improved turf. The public is invited to a
special ribbon cutting ceremony Sept. 30 at 5 p.m. Photo Ohlen Alexander
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Frank Woodward  Tina Jones WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Luxury Property Specialists

The Woodward Jones Team  -  Two Masters of  Real Estate Joined to Provide World Class Service!

Strong Market
There are still many qualified buyers 

trying to purchase a home. 

Homes are getting multiple offers. 
We had almost a hundred people through our 

open house last weekend.

If  you are thinking of  selling, the market is very strong.

Give us a call and we can give you a free 
market evaluation.

925.330.2620
Team@WoodwardJonesTeam.com

MORAGA $1,528,000
5/3. Beautifully appointed home in popular
Moraga Place. Updates and attn to detail
throughout.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $3,900,000
4/4.2. Rare opportunity to buy newer
estate plus two adjacent lots. Gated, wine
cellar, gorgeous grounds w/pool & more!
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $995,000
3/3. Pristine 1 Level Mid-Century Custom
w/ a cool Art Deco vibe in the heart of
Glorietta. 
Patti Camras CalBRE#01156248

LAFAYETTE $899,000
3/2. Situated on a quiet culdesac, this
quintessential Lafayette rancher is
convenient to BART and downtown.
Bev Arnold CalBRE#01154860

LAFAYETTE $1,799,000
6/4. Spacious Custom Home! 5112 sqft
on .31 acre lot on a cul-de-sac, large
bonus room, gourmet kitchen.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,049,000
3/2. Lovely Ranch Campo, Cul-De-Sac,
Hardwood, Upgraded Bath, in Laundry,
Grass Lawn, Pavers.
Jason Evans CalBRE#01887768

ORINDA $3,550,000
4/3. By Appt. Only. Serene contemporary
villa built in 1990 on 1.3 ac with amazing
gardens, vistas & privacy.
The Hattersley’s CalBRE# 01181995/00445794

LAFAYETTE $2,550,000
5/4.5. High end custom home w/wine
cellar, gourmet kitchen, outdoor patio
w/built in BBQ, putting green & more!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $989,000
3/2. Inspiring Views. Remodeled rancher
with large flat yard and big open spaces
perfect for entertaining.
Woodward Jones Team CalBRE# 01335916/00885925

MORAGA $875,000
3/2.5. 3+ Master Retreat, 2.5 BA, Family
Room w/fireplace, Fantastic Views, Appx
2486 sqft.
Hank Hagman CalBRE#00771832

californiamoves.com

ORINDA $850,000
3/2. Charming home amongst the trees.
Large family room, enclosed yard.
Newly painted.  Must see.
David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185
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The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

MORAGA $1,125,000
4/2.5. Gorgeous contemporary.
Spacious rooms. Back yard oasis with
pool. Valley view.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE#01388020/01341390

MORAGA $1,075,000
5/2.5. Close to K-8 top rated Moraga
schools. Great floor plan. Lovely backyard
w/ patio & gardens.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,500,000
4/4. Fabulous remodel, steps from
downtown Orinda & blocks from BART&
freeway. Huge, fun yard!
Soraya Golesorkhi CalBRE#01771736

ORINDA $1,195,000
4/2.5. Nestled among the oaks in OCC.
Vaulted ceilings, hdw floors, walls of
windows. Views!
Bo Sullivan  CalBRE#00954395

LAFAYETTE $1,775,000
5/3.1. Spectacular in Lafayette! Beautiful
custom built home located in the coveted
Greenhill’s neighborhood.
Van Drent/McKay CalBRE# 01051129/01902466

Beautiful LAMORINDA   
COMMUNITY   

Take a TOUR of our

tinyurl.com/CBLamorinda




